










The purpose of the Laboratory Sciences Committee
is to facilitate and promote best practice in the

diagnosis of bleeding disorders. The committee has
grown in recent years and it is a pleasure to report that
at the recent Congress in Istanbul, Sukesh Nair of
Vellore, India, was appointed as committee vice-chair,
and that Marion Echenagucia of Caracas, Venezuela,
was elected as secretary. The committee was particularly
pleased to have persuaded outgoing chair Angus McCraw
to continue his valuable input to the committee.

One of the main tools that has been used in our
work is the laboratory manual, first published in 2000
and available via the WFH website (click here). Since
diagnosis improves all the time, a revised edition is in
production and will be completed in the coming year.
The first edition was translated in its entirety into
Spanish, with selected sections translated into Russian
for use in workshops in Moscow and St. Petersberg.
Translation into other languages is planned following
publication of the second edition. We are also working
on a new manual dealing with genetic analysis, which
will be separate but linked to the original laboratory
manual.

Laboratory diagnosis, like many other aspects of
hemophilia care, works best when those involved have
good understanding and are well motivated. We have
found that one of the best ways to help with both
knowledge and motivation is through laboratory wet
workshops with small groups, and the committee
plans to continue with this initiative. Workshops have
been conducted on many different levels. “Training

the Trainers” workshops are aimed at assisting local
champions mount similar sessions in particular countries
or regions. We are happy to report that all the delegates
who have attended these workshops have gone on to
organize local workshops, effectively passing on the
knowledge and tools learned. Regional workshops
conducted by committee members on a voluntary
basis are already planned or under consideration for
2008-9 in Senegal (Steve Kitchen), Belarus (Steve Kitchen),
Philipines (Angus McCraw), Saudi Arabia (Mansoor
Ahmed), and Venezuela (Marion Echenagucia).

The Laboratory Sciences Committee is open to
suggestions on how to improve diagnosis and welcomes
feedback on any aspects of its work. 

6 WFH Medical Advisory Board News � November 2008

The Pietrogrande prize was created in 2005 to recog-
nize a healthcare professional who has contributed

significantly to further the mission and goals of the
Musculoskeletal Committee of the WFH. The prize is
named for Dr. Vincenzo Pietrogrande, an orthopedic
surgeon from Milan who was the first chairman of the
group that eventually became the Musculoskeletal
Committee. 

The 2008 prize was awarded to Dr. Federico
Fernandez-Palazzi from Caracas, Venezuela. 

Dr. Palazzi is a most worthy recipient of this award.
He had the opportunity to train with Dr. Pietrogrande
in Milan. He was one of the founding members of the
Musculoskeletal Committee. He has worked in the
hemophilia field for over 30 years. 

Lab manual, workshops improve diagnosis 
Steve Kitchen (U.K.), Chair, Laboratory Science Committee

Angus McCraw instructs participants in a lab workshop in Peru

2008 Pietrogrande Prize Winner: Dr. Federico Fernandez-Palazzi 
Kathy Mulder (Canada), Past President, MSK Committee 

Dr. Federico Fernandez-Palazzi
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Everyone who has ever attended a WFH muscu-
loskeletal event knows Federico. He is always outspoken
and always passionate. He has been described as ”hot
blooded and prone to erupt”. During my term as Chair,
I was sometimes the recipient of these eruptions. But
we all saw another side of him each time he concluded
a presentation with pictures of his beloved grandchildren,
or when he took to the dance floor with his beautiful
wife. 

He has written many papers and given countless
presentations around the world. He devised a classifi-
cation of hemophilic synovitis that is extremely practical
and widely used. During the WFH congress, Dr. Palazzi’s
Four Grades of Synovitis were described by Dr.
Adolfo Llinás during his plenary session.  

I think his most important contribution is as a
champion of the developing world. He constantly
reminds those of us from more developed countries to
think of those “south of the border”.  

When he received his award at the 2008 MSK
Annual Meeting, he said “I deserve this.” And I agree.

2008 WFH Volunteer Award Winners

Frank Schnabel Award
Jean-Michel Bouchez
International Healthcare Volunteer Award
Dr. Man-Chiu Poon
Inga Marie Nilsson Award
Dr. Steven Kitchen
Henri Horoszowski Award
José Alberto Tlacuilo-Parra
Pietrogrande Award
Dr. Fernández-Palazzi
Henri Chaigneau Prize 
Dr. Kathleen Pratt
Treatment Centre Twins Awards for 2007
Damascus University Blood Bank, Syria and
Hôpital Saint-Eloi, Montpellier, France; 
Mahosot Hospital, Vientiane, Laos, and Centre
Hospitalier Universitaire de Brest, France
Organization Twin Awards for 2007
Sociedad Hondureña de Hemofilia, Honduras and
Hemophilia of Georgia, Inc., USA
Treatment Centre Twin Awards for 2006
Hospital dos de Mayo, Peru, and Fort Worth
Comprehensive Hemophilia Centre, USA
Organization Twin Awards for 2006
Haemophilia Society of Bosnia and Herzegovina
and the Irish Haemophilia Society

Gordon Clarke, Mark Skinner, Jean-Michel Bouchez, winner of the
International Frank Schnabel Volunteer Award, and winning twins
from France and Syria are all smiles.




